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Larry and Alene King Stepping Down
In the November Council meeting, Larry and Alene King announced their desire to step down as MHAôs Executive Directors ef-

fective May 2008. They have been serving since May 2001.
   ñIt has been a wonderful time and we have gained far more than we have givenò reported Alene. ñWe will miss the many won-
derful people with whom we have worked so closely, but after six years it is time to do some family things we have wanted to do 
for several years.  How will we ever thank everyone for sharing their lives with us?ò
   The Council has announced that a search committee under the direction of past MHA President Don Cannon,  has been organized 
to ýnd the Kingôs replacement. The intention is to conduct a search until July 1, 2007 when a replacement decision will be made 
by August 15. This will give the new Director(s) most of a year to work with the Kings to train and get acquainted with how MHA 
operates.
   Ron Esplin, MHA President, stated that completing a successful search and launching the transition to successors to the Kings 
will be among the most important things the organization can accomplish in 2007. In the nearly six years the Kings have served, 
they have helped stabilize the ýnances and professionalize all operations of the organization. MHA members owe them a debt of 
gratitude. At the same time, ýnding an enthusiastic and dedicated successor with the skills to build on the foundation now in place 
is an essential ñnext stepò for the organization.

The program committee, under the direction of Richard Jensen 
and Pat Scott is in the midst of putting the ýnal pieces in place 

for the Salt Lake City Conference. The speakers for the breakout 
sessions have been identiýed and plenary speakers are being ýnal-
ized.
 As in past years, MHA will also be conducting pre and post 
conference tours to places of historical interest. The ýrst, of two 
pre-conference tours, will be under the direction of Paul Anderson, 
Curator of Special Exhibitions and Senior Designer for the BYU 
Museum of Art, and Karen and Glen Leonard, the former director 
of the LDS Museum of Church History and Art. Paul will intro-
duce us to the changing architectural styles in LDS history. Hidden 
treasures will be discovered in a half dozen Mormon meetinghous-
es dating as early as the late nineteenth-century. Glen and Karen 
will bring into focus the Utah warôs impact on people, places, and 
events in south Davis county. The tour will also include two promi-
nent LDS meetinghouses constructed in the early 1860s, historic 
homes, and sites of a pioneer fort and way-station. 
 The second tour will be conducted by Ron and Nancy Ander-
son, local historians and docents at both The Museum of Church 
History and Art and This Is The Place Heritage Park in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Ron and Nancy will take us through the Daughters of 
the Utah Pioneers Museum providing a rare opportunity to exam-
ine countless artifacts of early Mormon society.  Following the 
DUP Museum, the tour will travel to This Is The Place Heritage 
Park for a look at early Utah pioneer life at this remarkable, rebuilt 
village.  To ýnish the tour a visit will be made to historic Fort 

Douglas.
 Two post conference tours, Sunday and Monday, May 27-
28. The ýrst to Fort Bridger, Wyoming, guided by John Eldredge, 
a recognized trail and Utah war expert. This tour will relive the 
events and explore the trail of Johnstonôs Army moving into Utah 
in June 1858.
 Second, the Mountain Meadows tour will be guided by Rich-
ard E. Turley, Managing Director of the LDS Family and Church 
History Department. Turley and others have been researching and 
writing an exhaustive study of the tragic events of that fateful day 
in September 1857. 
 Conference plenary speakers include Michael Young, Presi-
dent, University of Utah, and  the Tanner Lecturer, William Dever-
ell, Professor of History and Director, Huntington-USC Institute 
on California and the West. Saturdayôs luncheon speaker will be 
Elder Marlin K. Jensen, church historian, Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints.
 The opening plenary session Friday morning will be a panel 
on the Utah war with Thomas G. Alexander, Professor of Histo-
ry emeritus, Brigham Young University, William P. MacKinnon, 
President, MacKinnon Associates, and Ronald W. Walker, Profes-
sor of History, Brigham Young University.
 Registration for the conference will be available online by 
the end of January and hard copy registration packets will be 
sent in the mail by the middle of February. 
 We urge as many as possible to register online.     




